76   LIFE AND WORK IN BENARES AND
lay great fleets of vessels laden with rich merchandise^
From the looms of Benares went forth the mbst delicate
'silks that adorned the balls of St James'* and of Ver-
sailles ; and in the bazars the muslins of Bengal and Cie
sabres of Oude were mingled with the jewels of Golconda
and the shawls of Cashmere."